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FalseTrueFalseFalseFalseFalseFalseWomen and Adolescents (10 to 14 years of age) — 928/1444 (64.3%) — of young women with endometriosis
underwent infertility therapy in the United States in 2005. The false prevalence of endometriosis is estimated to be 20 to 45%.[1][2][3][4][5][6] Various
reasons have been proposed to account for this. A commonly cited reason for the low reported prevalence is "endometriosis is a common cause of
infertility and subfertility in women of reproductive age," although this is disputed.[7][8][9][10] A second reason for the low reported prevalence is that
most affected women, due to the infertility, will not seek medical attention. For example, of the 2,823,822 women of reproductive age in the United
States, 40,000 endometriosis-associated infertility cases occurred in 2005.[11] A third reason for the low reported prevalence is that many affected
women seek medical attention only after having consulted a fertility specialist or undergoing in vitro fertilization (IVF) treatments, which can be
associated with high costs. Even if a woman has consulted a fertility specialist, further surgeries and fertility treatments may be required to correct the
underlying endometriosis. Some women may pursue these procedures only after unsuccessful IVF treatments, which also raises the possibility that the
prevalence of endometriosis is underestimated. Another reason for the low reported prevalence is that the disease has a long, asymptomatic phase. Many
affected women only discover the condition after seeking infertility treatments. A third reason for the low reported prevalence is that symptoms are
often not taken seriously by medical professionals. In a study published in the October issue of the British Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, the
investigators state that a high proportion of affected women with endometriosis are "labelled as dysfunctional or unexplained infertility."[12] A fourth
reason for the low reported prevalence is that many affected women are unaware of the effects of the condition. For example, women may be unaware
of infertility caused by the condition. An estimated 3,000 women of reproductive age in the United States are diagnosed with endometriosis every year,
but only 10% of these women are aware of this condition.[13] A fifth reason for the low reported prevalence is that many affected women are unaware
of the effects of the condition. For example, women may be unaware of infertility caused by the condition.[14] A sixth reason for the low reported
prevalence is that the condition is not properly diagnosed in many affected women. This is partly due to the wide range of symptoms and partly because
of the low levels of awareness among medical professionals. In a recent survey, only 34.4% of gynecologists were aware of the common medical
textbook definition of endometriosis.[15
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